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G
reetings in the Name of all 
the Saints! The League of the 
Blessed Sacrament prays that this 

newsletter finds you well. Some of you, 
at first glance, may be wondering what 
this newsletter is and where it came from. 
Others know exactly what this newsletter 
is and who it is coming from. Still others 
may be receiving this for the first time 
and will only come to see the treasures 
that are within with time and reading.
 Whatever camp you find 
yourself in, we hope that The Faithful 
Luminary becomes a valued part of 
your monthly reading, both for pleasure 
and edification. We chose the name 
because of our community’s desire 
to be faithful to the Magisterium and 
traditions of the Church and to shed 

light or “illuminate” the richness of 
Catholic tradition, education, theology, 
liturgy, music, beer, and so much more.
 Within this newsletter 
you will, we hope, be able to find 
something that will excite you about 
your faith, something that will 
deepen your faith, and something 
that will help you share your faith.
 We are grateful beyond words to 
the many people who have welcomed us 
here in Arizona and who have prayed for 
us  even before we arrived. To those who 
have helped us with food or various other 
donations, we want to assure you that 
you are remembered in our daily prayers.
 To our supporters and friends we 
have left behind in California, know that 
we have not forgotten you and look upon 

the previous year with much fondness. 
We hope that you will keep in contact 
and remain supporters of us and the work 
that we feel called by the Lord to do.
 As you can see from the header 
of our newsletter, the Blessed Sacrament 
is central to being both faithful to and 
shedding light on the Truth. We therefore 
consecrate all of our work, writing, and 
labor to Jesus Christ in the Blessed 
Sacrament and to Our Lady of Sorrows, 
His Blessed Mother. We are excited 
for the journey ahead and we hope 
that you and many others will support 
us along the way as we seek to found 
an Order of Canons and Canonesses 
Regular devoted to the Blessed 
Sacrament! May God richly bless you!

AVE MARIA!
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IN GOD WE TRUST
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Left to right: Bro. Vincent, Sister Lisa, Bro. Eric, Bro. Edward, Bro. Anthony, Bro. Gio, Bro. Derek at Founders Day
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UPDATES:

• We have moved on from our former order, the CRICs, 
and this is the inagural issue of the League of the Blessed 
Sacrament’s newsletter (brought to you by the same 
group that produced Nostra Leatitia).

• We are in Concho, Arizona (the Brothers) and St. Johns, 
Arizona (the Sisters) discerning with the Church whether 
God wants us to found a religious order in the Diocese of 
Gallup, New Mexico.

• We designed and built a float sponsored by the local 
parish, Saint John the Baptist, for the Founders Day 
Parade in St. Johns, and we won second place!

• We helped staff two Parish Sponsored booths at the 
Apache county fair. While there, we had some good 
conversations with passersby about the Catholic Faith 
and Pro-Life issues.

A3 ~ UPDATES

UPDATES & PRAYER REQUESTS

• We helped refloor and re-paint the rectory of San Rafael in Concho, after which the Brothers moved in. Thus, the Brothers 
have started praying five of the hours of the Divine Office at San Rafael and the other two at the Sisters’ convent in Saint 
Johns. We also have Adoration everyday at 4 P.M. in Concho. We welcome all to participate and spend time with the Lord. 

• The Brothers have also begun cleaning up and beautifying the San Rafael churchyard, with the assistance of some 
parishioners.

• Our livestream of the Seraphic Rosary will begin soon. Check our website and social media to find out when you can 
begin to join us online.

PRAYER REQUESTS:

* To purchase adequate health insurance

* For continued approval from the Diocese to establish our community and minister in the area 

* For the expenses of seminary and education

* For our daily needs

THANK YOU:

To our donors who have allowed us to obtain a printer (for this newsletter) and a microwave! 

To all of those who have been praying for us during this time of hardship and transition, especially our families and friends

To the people of San Rafael and St. John the Bapstist parishes who have embraced us into their communities

To Fr. Jo, for his support as our spiritual father
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Dom Gréa

“The Life of Jesus Christ”
1893, St. Antoine.

 
 We must deepen this comparison 
of the vine and the branches. See what 
Jesus said: “Ego sum vitis vos palmites” 
[I am the vine, you are the branches (Jn 
15:5)]. The branch is not attached to the 
vine intermittently. You must not say: 
“Alright, I shall detach myself from the 
vine for a few hours and go away like 
the people of the world, to think like 
them, that is to say: to seek myself, 
the satisfactions of my ambition, my 
sensuality, my self-love.” We cannot do 
that, for if I have become detached, I no 
longer belong to the vine. “Qui manet in 
me et ego in eo hic fert fructum” [he that 
abideth in Me, and I in him, the same 
beareth much fruit]. “Qui manet in me,” 
as the branch remains in the trunk, “et 
ego in eo,” by the influx of my life, as the 
trunk remains in the branch by the sap it 

sends it, that one bears fruit. If someone 
does not abide in me, he will dry up; 
we will cut it down, throw him into 
the fire and he burns. He speaks in the 
present tense, since it is the eternal fire.
 Let us apply this to ourselves, 
to our religious vocation. Our vocation 
is not something intermittent, it is 
something that remains always until 
our death; there is not a single moment 
in our life when we do not have to be 
religious. If we opened our hearts, we 
would have to be able to read: At this 
moment I live because of Jesus Christ; 
I think the thoughts of Jesus Christ.
 Here is a religious in a priory 
who, to distract himself, buys a 
newspaper: “it does not cost much, a 
penny.” Is this the life of Jesus Christ? It is 
a breach of poverty, not very significant, 
but it is a breach. Here are religious in a 
priory, on a day of vacation, who want to 
take a walk. “Very well. We’re going to 
take the train, buy a return ticket, we’ll 
be back this evening; it will distract us.” 

Is this the life of Jesus Christ? Does a 
poor person use the alms given to him 
to buy a return ticket for entertainment? 
These are innocent things for people of 
the world, but for religious they are not 
permitted. He should only seek to please 
Jesus Christ. Do you think that our good 
neighbors, the Trappists of Chambaraud, 
will take the train for entertainment? 
There is no intermittence in religious 
life. We cannot say: “I am going to relax 
from the presence of God, from the spirit 
of prayer,” we cannot. These are not 
particular occupations of religious life 
which have their moments and do not 
always remain, this is religious life itself. 
Occupations vary, but religious life does 
not vary from morning to evening, from 
the beginning of the year to the end, from 
our entry into religious life until our last 
breath, it does not vary. The obediences 
change, the place of residence changes, 
the charges change. Yesterday I found 
myself in the midst of ecclesiastics. I 
had gone to St. Marcellin to receive 

A4 ~ SPIRITUALITY OF THE CANONICAL LIFE

THE CANONICAL LIFE
Brother Derek

 Holy Writ teaches us to “seek 
counsel always of a wise man” (Tobit 
4:19). As Brothers who aspire to live the 
Canonical Life in its integrity, having 
discerned a call to Christ’s Priesthood 
and the religious life, we look to those 
exemplary Canons Regular who have 
come before us to learn from them 
the spirit and praxis of this Apostolic 
form of life. One such exemplar is the 
Right Reverend Abbot Dom Adrien 
Gréa, who dedicated his life to the 
study and restoration of the ancient 
Canonical Life. Despite all the worldly 
opposition he faced – both from the 
anti-religious French government of the 
late 19th Century and even, in the end, 
from so many secularly-minded men 
within the Congregation of his own 
founding – he persevered heroically 
in living and exhorting others to live 
this life of love for Christ Crucified.

 As Dom Gréa will explain in 
these two conferences, we must live 
in Jesus Christ, He must live in us, 
and we attain to this through imitation 
and Communion. This is true for all 
Christians. “And unto whomsoever 
much is given, of him much shall 
be required: and to whom they have 
committed much, of him they will 
demand the more” (Lk 12:48). Of 
those among the Baptized, therefore, to 
whom God has given the sweetness of a 
religious vocation, a much more perfect 
imitation is freely offered and, if it is 
accepted by the profession of vows, its 
observance is justly demanded by the 
Divine Master. Such a life can only be 
authentically led if it is animated by the 
life of Christ in one’s soul. In these two 
conferences, our revered counselor will 
discuss some aspects of how thoroughly 
those vowed to religion must imitate 
and love Jesus Christ, particularly 
in their poverty and recollection. 
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the Holy Oils for the Community. I 
thought I had to do this out of respect 
for the cantonal clergy, out of respect for 
the Archpriest: I found myself having 
dinner with them. Ah! well, was I 
dispensed from keeping the recollection 
and the presence of God? Should I relax 
from the spirit of sobriety and religious 
mortification? Should I not have been 
religious in this circumstance, as well 
as I am here? I kept silence, and I broke 
it according to the rules of religious, 
ecclesiastical and Christian decorum.
 If a religious called to a similar 
obedience took this as a relief, if he said: 
“I am rather reserved in the monastery, 
now I can yield to myself,” he would not 
be religious, he would be in a vicious 
disposition; nature is vicious, it wants 
to escape this way. Ah! Ah! it is then 
the case to say to it: “if I am leading 
you there, it is not to please you, but to 
please Jesus; you are going to behave 
in such a way that Jesus is happy with 
you.” If we are good religious, we find 
a way to mortify ourselves on these 
occasions, it is in such circumstances 
that the saints edified. — I love Fr. 
Giraud: at a dinner he was as recollected 
as in the monastery. We could see that 
he was a man of God and, without him 
doing anything extraordinary, we were 
led to talk with him about the things of 
God. — Pay attention to this. Nature is 
a horse that can escape that way; it must 
be kept bridled. On the contrary, there 
are religious who are not at all tempted, 
who have no attraction for these things; 
they are like old horses who know the 
way; so we let them go quietly without 
holding them back. There is a certain 
author who said in one of his works that 
the Greeks were such great fasters only 
because they were counting on Easter to 
compensate themselves. I knew a student 
who imposed penances on himself for 8 
days, in order to give himself a drink on 
a Tuesday. If a religious said to himself: 
“now you are fasting, but in 15 days, 
you will go there, to a certain dinner, 
and you will compensate yourself well,” 
he would no longer be a religious. The 
“old man” would be the master. There 

are appalling examples of religious who 
have been lost, apostatized, for having not 
watched themselves on these occasions.

“Life of Jesus in the Soul”
12 June 1893, at St. Antoine.

 You will notice that when a 
religious is unfaithful to his vocation, 
it is because Jesus Christ is no longer 
his life. He wants to have his life to 
himself; he is not happy here; he does 
not find the satisfactions of his nature, 
either in the appetites of the body, or in 
the tendencies of the mind. He believes 
that his superiors do not care for him, 
he would like to be pampered, flattered, 
honored by his brothers. This is not the 
life of Jesus Christ. How is Jesus our life? 
My dear sons, we receive Communion 
every day; it is through Communion that 
He must be our life. He must come and 
take our place; His life must take the 
place of our life; His mortified, crucified, 
glorified flesh must take the place of 
our flesh; that ours may be bound to 
the Cross with His, it must be glorified, 
that is to say detached from this world 
because this earth is not the dwelling of 
glorified bodies. After the resurrection 
there will be a new earth “ubi justitia 
habitat” [where justice dwells (Cf. 2 Pt 
3:13)]. His intelligence, His lights, must 
take the place of our little lights; let His 
thoughts be our thoughts, His designs 
our designs, His views our views.
 Finally, His heart must take the 
place of our heart, that is to say, we must 
love what He loves, those He loves, and 
hate what He hates. He loves purity, 
He loves humility, poverty, charity, 
holy religious modesty, mortification. 
These are what He loves. Above all, 
He loves His Father, we must love Him 
with Him. He loves men, we must love 
them too, but with His love; we can 
have an inferior, sinful, natural love for 
our brothers, this is not how we should 
love them; we must love them as He 
Himself loves them, seeing them in His 
Father’s designs of their Redemption, 
of their eternal glory, in the laborious 
path of their virtues. We do not love our 

neighbor because we like him, we love 
him because God loves him, because 
he loves God and we love him more if 
he loves God more. Is this how we are? 
Can we say: “Vivo autem, jam non ego, 
vivit vero in me Christus” [I live, now 
not I; but Christ liveth in me (Gal 2:20)]. 
Has Jesus taken our place? Finally, 
what must we hate? Sin, all diversions 
that are not sin but which lead to sin, 
which turn our heart away from God.
 Then Jesus will be our life. “Mihi 
enim vivere Christus est” [For to me, to 
live is Christ (Phil 1:21)]. This life, we 
nourish it every day by Communion. 
Jesus comes to us, His life takes the 
place of our life; we are not annihilated, 
we do not cease to be ourselves, but 
we are transformed, transfigured in 
Jesus Christ. Death then is a gain for 
us. It is profitable for us to kill that 
other life, which began the corruption 
of the body, to take instead this life 
which began with the sanctification of 
the soul and which will end with the 
glorification of the body. To have this 
life of Jesus Christ, we must renounce 
our own. Let us die to ourselves, so that 
Jesus may live in us. It is necessary that 
the life of Jesus develops in us, that it 
ramifies in our life; His thoughts must 
be our thoughts, His words must be our 
words “si quis loquitur quasi sermones 
Dei” [If any man speak, let him speak, 
as the words of God (1 Pt 4:11)].
  This is what must take place, 
so that He may work within us. Thus, 
obscure as we are, we would become 
brilliant, luminous, ardent like iron 
reddened with fire. Or there will occur in 
us a phenomenon opposite to that which 
occurs in the petrification of organic 
bodies, molecule by molecule, these 
bodies lose their substance to take on 
another, while keeping their shape, and 
even their color. We must do the opposite 
in us: instead of petrifying, we must deify, 
become participants of the divine nature: 
“divinæ consortes naturæ” [partakers of 
the divine nature (2 Pt 1:4)]. Tell this to 
Jesus in your communions; ask Him to 
take your place, that His mortified flesh 
take the place of the tendencies of yours.



  www.sacramentleague.com                                                                                                                                                              The League of the Blessed Sacrament

THE FAITHFUL LUMINARY - LEAGUE OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT

Brother Eric
 
 If you have been following 
along with our journey through the 
priestly garments for Mass thus far, you 
may have noticed that we have been 
proceeding through the items in the 
very order in which Father dons them 
when preparing for Mass. Depending 
on who you are and what level of 
liturgical geek you are, you will know 
that after the alb and cincture comes the 
maniple. The maniple is, generally, not 
seen much in Masses at your everyday 
parish church. To many, this liturgical 
item has been relegated to the pre-
conciliar era and does not have a place 
in the “worship of the modern day.” 
If, however, one looks at the newly 
ordained priests, of say the Archdiocese 
of Los Angeles as well as others (both 
those considered more conservative and 
more liberal), one will notice that many 
of the newly ordained have included in 
their vestment sets for their first Mass a 
maniple and, what is more, they employ 
it when celebrating their first Mass as 
well as some of those celebrated after 
that day. The personal reasons as to 
why one would or would not wear a 
maniple are not important and will 
not be discussed here. What will be of 
interest to us is the patrimony of the 
maniple, its theological imagery, and 
of course the catechetical implications 
for the faithful and for the world. 

 The 1907 edition of The Catholic 
Encyclopedia (a wealth of knowledge if 
you have never referenced it yourself) 
describes the maniple as “an ornamental 
vestment in the form of a band, a little 
over a yard long and from somewhat over 
two to almost four inches wide, which is 
placed on the left arm in such manner 
that it falls in equal length on both 
sides of the arm. It is worn only during 
Mass, not at the administration of the 
Sacraments.” Now, personally I would 
say that ornamental is a bit pejorative 
but that may just be our modern 

understanding of the word. The maniple 
was first used in Rome as early as the 
6th century AD. It seems that it was not 
employed by all the clergy at this time 
and was not yet regulated as part of the 
normal vesture of the celebrant at Mass.
The use of the maniple seems to have 
developed over the centuries until, by 
the 9th century, it was almost universally 
used throughout all of Western Europe 
(otherwise known as Christendom). The 
Encyclopedia states that the maniple was 
also “worn in England…evident from 
the elaborately worked maniple now in 
the Museum of Durham cathedral which, 

according to the inscription embroidered 
on it, was made by order of Queen 
Aethelflaed (d. before 916), wife of  
Edward the Elder for Bishop Frithestan 
of Winchester.” By the 11th century, 
the theological understanding of the 
subdiaconate had developed and the 
maniple came to be associated with 
this Major Order, as it was first given 
at the ordination of the subdeacon. 
 
 The maniple was originally 
a cloth of fine quality to wipe away 
perspiration, or an ornamental 

handkerchief which was seldom put 
into actual use but was generally carried 
in the hand. Historically, ornamental 
handkerchiefs or cloths like this were 
carried by people of rank in ordinary 
life. As with many of the priestly 
garments, societal fashions developed 
and changed but the priests kept what 
they had been given up to that point. 
In the Middle Ages, the maniple began 
to have associated with it various 
symbolic images. One association that 
has continued to this very day is that 
this vestment is a reminder of the bonds 
with which Christ’s hands were bound. 
       
     The prayer that the priest prays 
when putting on the maniple also gives 
insight into the theological significance 
of this garment; the priest, after kissing 
the cross on the top, says “Grant me, O 
Lord, to bear the light burden of grief 
and sorrow, that I may with gladness 
receive the reward of my labour” 
[Merear, Domine, portare manipulum 
fletus et doloris; ut cum exsultatione 
recipiam mercedem laboris]. Herein lies 
the priestly character of the maniple: as 
the priest is ascending the altar steps to 
prepare to make the sacrifice for the sins 
of the world, and more personally for 
the sins of the people of his parish, the 
maniple is a sign of the toil, hardship, 
and pain that he will undergo. As he 
carries the cares, woes and sins of his 
people, he may, from time to time, 
need to wipe the sweat from his brow 
but then keep on going. In this way, the 
priest is truly in persona Christi [in the 
Person of Christ]; though Christ bore 
the weight of the Cross and our sins, He 
continued on to Calvary to offer Himself 
as a sacrifice for the entire world.
 

AVE MARIA!

A6 ~ LITURGY & CULTURE

LIVING THE CATHOLIC LIFE
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COGITATIONES CORDIS EIUS

Brother Anthony

 This chant begins with the 
phrase Cogitationes cordis eius, 
translated, the thoughts of His Heart. It 
is very telling that we start immediately 
with the thoughts of Christ and we must 
ask, what are His thoughts? And how 
does this unknown composer intertwine 
the profound mystery of the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus in the simplicity of melody? We 
will explore first a little theology of the 
Sacred Heart, then listen to the “heart-
beat” in the melody, and finally learn 
how to imitate this most loving Heart.
 The cogitationes or thoughts 
of Jesus are to do the will of the Father 
which is the salvation of man “for God 
so loved the world, as to give his only 
begotten Son...” (John 3:16, Douay-
Rheims). God desires our repentance and 
conversion because His “heart is turned 
within...” (Hosea 11:8). God longs for 
us with an everlasting love. The Sacred 
Heart of Jesus allows the love of God 
to be tangible, and this love is made 
manifest on the Cross. Through the 
Cross the Lord teaches the way of charity 
so that we will know its “breadth and 
length and height and depth” (Ephesians 
3:18). Thus, to enter into the Sacred 
Heart is to follow the commandments 
of Jesus: to deny oneself and carry the 
Cross. With this theme, we are able to 
unravel His Heart hidden in the text.
 If the thoughts of Jesus are the 

Cross, then the intention is laid out in the 
text, ut eruat a morte animas eorum et 
alat eos in fame, that he might deliver 
their souls from death, and nourish 
them in times of famine. Indeed, the 
Cross nourishes man because it is the 
very yoke which Jesus speaks of in 
Matthew 11:29; it truly refreshes all 
who labor and are burdened. It is the 
sweet and light yoke. The melody in 
the chant expresses this sweetness.
 The chant goes on to 
demonstrate a contrast between 
bitterness and sweetness starting with 
the words animas eorum. Eorum [their] 
moves up and down between the notes C 
- B natural - A, thus creating dissonance. 
This dissonance can represent either 
the passion of the Sacred Heart for the 
conversion of souls or the very pain of 
the Cross. Either way, the dissonance 
creates a desire for resolution. Then the 
following text et alat eos in fame, and 
nourish them in times of famine, provides 
the resolution by switching the B-natural 
to a B-flat. It releases the tension and it 
adds a reorientation of the mode (mode 
V) for the entire piece, allowing even the 
ending on fame (famine) to resolve to a 
restful stop. This musical contradiction 
where the work stops peacefully on 
the word “famine” demonstrates the 
mystery of the true rest in the Heart of 
Jesus where His Heart truly provides all 
we need in any time of turmoil. Thus, 
we only experience true rest in Jesus.

 Yet, to find our rest in the Heart of 
Jesus, we are to enter and carry our own 
crosses. The chant already demonstrates 
what we are to do with the bitter taste of 
the dissonant notes while we are consoled 
by the fact that God always provides the 
means. In the Gospel of the feast of the 
Sacred Heart, a soldier pierced “his side: 
and immediately there came out blood 
and water” (John 19:34). The Church 
Fathers speak of the Blood and water as 
the Sacraments, namely, Baptism and the 
Holy Eucharist. Yet, these two elements 
also represent Holy Mother Church, the 
very Bride of Christ that came out of the 
side of the New Adam. We are to nourish 
ourselves through the Cross with the 
Sacraments of the Lord in His Bride the 
Roman Catholic Church. And through 
these means, we are strengthened to 
offer all our suffering - whether small 
or big - in union with Jesus on the 
Cross; thus we become more like Jesus.
 The mystery of the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus is unfathomable, but it is His 
Sacred Humanity that makes tangible 
His love. We are able to know His desire 
for us: to be delivered and nourished. 
The chant poignantly expresses His love 
through dissonance and consonance, 
thereby providing catharsis in the end. 
Thus, it is by carrying our crosses 
that we rest in Jesus Christ. As St. 
Augustine wrote, “thou hast made us 
for thyself, O Lord, and our heart is 
restless until it finds its rest in thee.”
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THE BREWER’S CORNER

Brother Vincent

Welcome back to 
“The Brewer’s corner”!

 We continue our journey in the 
valley of Beer as we continue exploring 
the paterbiers or “Father beers” that have 
shaped the known world of Trappist ales 
and beer, the favorites we love to partake 
in. In this edition, we head to the northern 
region of Belgium to the brewery of 
Westmalle Trappist. Westmalle, like 
Orval brewery, undertook big things 
with a small beginning. Westmalle 
Abbey began on April 22, 1836, when 
the monastery was given its status as a 
Trappist abbey. This initiated a wonderful 
journey of becoming self-sufficient. 
Their monastic rule allowed them to 
enjoy the fruit of their labor, this being 
cider or beer. The monks decided to take 
on the more prominent drink of choice 
in their region, that of course being beer. 

 This plan to brew would come 
into fruition on the 10th of December 
by the order of Abbot Martinus Dom to 

build a brewery. The monks of Westmalle 
enjoyed their first taste of this brew right 
after their midday prayers. Fast forward 
to 1865 through 1897 when it became a 
big success; word spread and they began 
selling their wonderful brew at the front 
gate to others outside the monastery. 
The rest, as they say, is history.

 So what makes Westmalle 
Tripel an extraordinary beer? I know 
what you are thinking: why try this 
amazing beer? This question on our 
quest to becoming master brewers leads 
us to greatly appreciate the long history 
and quality that this pint brings to the 
palate of anyone who appreciates the 
art of brewing. First, when you get your 
hands on this brew, you are helping the 
very life of the Trappists, hence the label 
“Authentic Trappist,” which keeps the 
holy works of praying for the salvation 
of souls going, as well as enjoying an 
excellent beer. Second, at first glance, 
upon opening the cap and pouring, you 
will see a beautiful crisp golden light 
brown color. You will notice also a 
white foam developing we officially call 

this head retention, which just means 
that this beer has all the right elements 
coming together in the pint; you will 
notice the head once the beer has been 
transferred and settled safely from bottle 
to glass. The first sip is really smooth and 
crisp, having a biscuit flavor to it. In this 
beer you will smell a nice fruit and floral 
aroma. As to the overall stats of this beer, 
they are amazing from ABV [alcohol by 
volume]: 9.5% - OG [original gravity]: 
1.080 - IBU [international bitterness 
unit]: 37 which comes about through 
such ingredients as water, barley malt, 
candi sugar, hops, yeast. Nonetheless, in 
its appearance, in its taste and simplicity, 
this beer makes an outstanding version 
to try. We here at “The Brewer’s Corner” 
bestow yet another 5 mugs out of 5. Stay 
tuned for more as we travel to another 
brewery on our quest to become master 
brewers. Until then, this is your friendly 
neighborhood novice brewer signing off. 

Ave Maria!

Drink Responsibly!
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Bro. Edward

(“The Almighty” and “The Creator” 
§§268-324 in the Catechism of the 

Catholic Church)

 The Creed declares that God is 
Almighty. Thus, everything that happens 
is under His control and occurs by His 
permission, if not by His active Will. His 
power is shown forth most effectively in 
bringing about the conversion of sinners 
and their entrance into Grace: Deus, qui 
omnipotentiam tuam parcendo maxime 
et miserando manifestas… [God, you 
show your almighty power above all in 
your mercy and forgiveness…] (Roman 
Missal, 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time, 
Collect). The Roman Catechism makes 
plain why this attribute is singled out 
in the Creed: “Nothing is more apt to 
confirm our faith and hope than holding 
it fixed in our minds that nothing is 
impossible with God. Once our reason 
has grasped the idea of God’s almighty 
power, it will easily and without 
any hesitation admit everything that 
[the Creed] will afterwards propose 
for us to believe - even if they be 
great and marvellous things, far 
above the ordinary laws of nature.”

 The Creed then proceeds to call 
God the Creator of heaven and earth or 
of all that is, seen and unseen. Thus, we 
declare both that God is before and above 
all other things and also that His plan of 
salvation began with creation. Creation is 
an act of the Blessed Trinity, although it 
is attributed in a special way to the Father 
because it manifests to us that the Son 
and the Holy Spirit proceed from Him.

 Creation is when something is 
brought into being out of nothing, an act 
only God can do. If God can create the 
world, there is little reason to disbelieve 
that He can also forgive sins, bring 
about the resurrection of the body, and 
give spiritual life and Faith. Creation 
also shows forth the order and goodness 

of God, for everything that comes 
from Him possesses in some small 
part a perfection in imitation of Him. 
Through His power He is present to 
everything He creates while upholding 
it and sustaining it in existence.

 
 

 According to His plan, creation 
was not made complete and perfect but 
in statu viae [in the state of journeying]. 
Through His Providence, God brings 
about the completion of His plan and 
the redemption of the universe by using 
created beings, in their own perfection 
and nature as real agents or causes, to 
bring about His plan. As the Catechism 
states, “For God grants his creatures not 
only their existence, but also the dignity 
of acting on their own, of being causes 
and principles for each other, and thus of 
co-operating in the accomplishment of 
His plan.” This is true in a special way 
of mankind. As a farmer might use an ox 
to plow his field, the natural motion of 
an ox being used for a higher purpose, 
God analogously directs His creatures to 
a higher good, either that of the universe 

as a whole or of mankind. In a special 
way, God moves men through Grace to 
holiness, so that we ourselves are true 
authors of our actions, even though 
God Himself is the primary agent.

 God does not need anything, 
thus He did not make creation in order 
to fulfill Himself. Rather, He brought 
about other beings in order to share His 
goodness and perfection with them. As 
Dei Filius of the First Vatican Council 
declares: “This one, true God, of his 
own goodness and ‘almighty power’, 
not for increasing his own beatitude, nor 
for attaining his perfection, but in order 
to manifest this perfection through the 
benefits which he bestows on creatures, 
with absolute freedom of counsel ‘and 
from the beginning of time, made out 
of nothing both orders of creatures, 
the spiritual and the corporeal…’” 
Consequently, the lower beings share in 
God’s perfection to a lesser degree than 
the higher ones, though even the lower 
ones can be brought closer to God by 
being drawn up by higher beings. Thus, 
the matter that makes up the human body 
participates in the spiritual good that 
man attains to in his pursuit of holiness.

 There have been others who 
declare that belief in the Christian 
God is foolish, that other theories can 
satisfactorily explain the existence of 
creation. Some claim that everything 
is God (Pantheism), that there are two 
diametrically opposed gods (Dualism), 
that the material world must be left 
behind through occult knowledge 
(Gnosticism), that God created the 
universe but then left it alone (Deism) 
or that there is nothing other than the 
material universe (Materialism). All of 
these theories have been condemned 
by the Church as heresies because they 
do not conform with Faith or reason: 
the order and goodness of creation 
point to an almighty God who cares 
deeply about each individual being.

A9 ~ DOCTRINE

AMBLING WITH MAGISTRA
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Our Lady of Sorrows
Feast: September 14th

From a Sermon by Saint Bernard
[From the Liturgy of the Hours]

 The martyrdom of the Virgin is 
set forth both in the prophecy of Simeon 
and in the actual story of our Lord’s 
passion. The holy old man said of the 
infant Jesus: He has been established 
as a sign which will be contradicted. 
He went on to say to Mary: And Your 
Own heart will be pierced by a sword.
 Truly, O Blessed Mother, a 
sword has pierced Your heart. For 
only by passing through Your heart 
could the sword enter the flesh of Your 
Son. Indeed, after Your Jesus – who 
belongs to everyone but is especially 
Yours – gave up His life, the cruel 
spear, which was not withheld from 
His lifeless body, tore open His side.

 Clearly it did not touch His soul 
and could not harm Him, but it did pierce 
Your heart. For surely His soul was no 
longer there, but Yours could not be torn 
away. Thus the violence of sorrow has cut 
through Your heart, and we rightly call 
You more than martyr, since the effect 
of compassion in You has gone beyond 
the endurance of physical suffering.
 Or were those words, Woman, 
behold Your Son, not more than a word 
to You, truly piercing Your heart, cutting 
through to the division between soul and 
spirit? What an exchange! John is given 
to You in place of Jesus, the servant in 
place of the Lord, the disciple in place of 
the master; the son of Zebedee replaces 
the Son of God, a mere man replaces 
God himself. How could these words not 
pierce Your most loving heart, when the 
mere remembrance of them breaks ours, 
hearts of iron and stone though they are!
 Do not be surprised, brothers, 

that Mary is said to be a martyr in 
spirit. Let him be surprised who does 
not remember the words of Paul, 
that one of the greatest crimes of the 
Gentiles was that they were without 
love. That was far from the heart of 
Mary; let it be far from Her servants.
 Perhaps someone will say: 
“Had She not known before that 
He would die?” Undoubtedly. “Did 
She not expect Him to rise again at 
once?” Surely. “And still She grieved 
over her crucified Son?” Intensely.
 Who are you and what is the 
source of your wisdom that you are 
more surprised at the compassion of 
Mary than at the passion of Mary’s Son? 
For if He could die in body, could She 
not die with Him in spirit? He died in 
body through a love greater than anyone 
had known. She died in spirit through 
a love unlike any other since His.

A10 ~ SAINT OF THE MONTH

OUR LADY OF SORROWS
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Sequence of Our Lady of Sorrows

Stabat Mater dolorosa
Iuxta crucem lacrimosa
Dum pendebat Filius

Cuius animam gementem
Contristatam et dolentem

Pertransivit gladius

O quam tristis et afflicta
Fuit illa benedicta
Mater unigeniti!

Quae moerebat et dolebat,
Pia Mater, dum videbat

Nati poenas incliti

Quis est homo qui non fleret,
Matrem Christi si videret

In tanto supplicio?

Quis non posset contristari,
Christi Matrem contemplari

Dolentem cum Filio?

Pro peccatis suae gentis
Vidit Iesum in tormentis,

Et flagellis subditum.

Vidit suum dulcem natum
Moriendo desolatum
Dum emisit spiritum

Eia Mater, fons amoris
Me sentire vim doloris
Fac, ut tecum lugeam

Fac, ut ardeat cor meum
In amando Christum Deum

Ut sibi complaceam

Sancta Mater, istud agas,
Crucifixi fige plagas
Cordi meo valide.

Tui nati vulnerati,
Tam dignati pro me pati,
Poenas mecum divide.

Fac me tecum, pie, flere,
Crucifixo condolere,

Donec ego vixero.

Iuxta crucem tecum stare,
Et me tibi sociare

In planctu desidero

Virgo virginum praeclara,
Mihi iam non sis amara
Fac me tecum plangere

Fac, ut portem Christi mortem
Passionis fac consortem,

Et plagas recolere.

Fac me plagis vulnerari,
Fac me cruce inebriari,

Et cruore Filii

Flammis ne urar succensus
Per Te, Virgo, sim defensus

In die iudicii

Christe, cum sit hinc exire,
Da per Matrem me venire

Ad palmam victoriae

Quando corpus morietur,
Fac, ut animae donetur
Paradisi gloria. Amen

SAINT OF THE MONTH
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A BOUQUET OF DISCERNMENT 
Sister Lisa

 Some might look at the past 
two months of my life and think that 
it has fallen apart: I had partnered with 
the Canons Regular of the Immaculate 
Conception to found a Religious Order 
of Sisters in Southern California, all our 
needs were met, ministry opportunities 
were lined up, Novitiate was scheduled, 
but then all of the Brothers who led 
me to the CRICs left the community 
in a matter of days, the Novitiate for 
the Sisters was delayed, my trust in the 
CRICs was tried and betrayed, I left the 
order I had worked so hard to found, 
and two weeks later the diocese shut 
down that fledgling order of Sisters. 
I now find myself in Eastern Arizona 
with those six Brothers, living off of 
charity, donations and a tiny trickle of 
income as we pray about what the Lord 
has for this little community that He has 
kept together in the midst of a storm. 
 I actually wrote the following 
discernment reflection just one week 
before things started to fall apart. 
Little did I know how prophetic of and 
encouraging it would be as I navigated 
the rough twists and turns of this past 
season. We often want God to function 
in a way that makes sense to us, that 
aligns with our perspective of the world, 
and that conforms to our own plans. 
But that is not how He works at all. 
 
“For as the heavens are higher than the 
earth, so are my ways higher than your 

ways, my thoughts higher than your 
thoughts.” (Isaiah 55:9, NAB)

 
 God’s plan for our life can often 
seem so different from our own, and the 
more we submit our will to His will the 
more a painful tension can arise in us. 
The tension in that submission to His will 
comes from the clash of these differing 
priorities: our plans vs God’s plans. We 
want efficiency. We want stability. We 
want to follow a prescribed method. 
We want to take our time. We have an 

idea of what we want our life to look 
like. We want...we want...we want....
 And when what He wants for 
us starts to look different than what we 
want for ourselves or what we think 
His will should look like, that tension 
becomes a temptation to lose trust in 
the One guiding our steps. And Trust 
is key in following the Will of God.

 Take Saint Rose Philippine 
Duchesne for example. Educated at a 
young age by a congregation of Visitation 
Sisters she found herself drawn to 
Religious Life. Her Father didn’t 
approve so she eventually snuck her way 
into the Visitation order through the help 
of an Aunt. However, this was France, 
and the year was 1788. Just a few years 
later in 1792, French Revolutionaries 
shut down the monastery during the 
Reign of Terror and she had to go home 
again. She continued to live out her rule 
and helped to care for those suffering 
from the Reign of Terror. In 1801, when 
the Reign was over she tried to help re-
establish her order, but there were only 
a few Sisters left and they floundered.
 At several points in this story 
it would have been easy for Saint Rose 
Philippine to lose trust in how God was 
leading. Why did he put a desire for 
Religious Life on her heart even though 
her Father was opposed? Why did she 
feel called to enter an order that ended up 
being disbanded and even imprisoned? 
Nothing seemed to be going right or 
easy. Was God not calling her to these 
things then? Had she made a mistake?

“Many are the plans of the human heart, 
but it is the decision of the Lord that 

endures.” (Proverbs 9:21, NAB) 
 

 She couldn’t see it at the 
time, but God had her right where He 
wanted her. Unbeknownst to her, a new 
congregation, the Society of the Sacred 
Heart, was being founded in France 
at the same time by Saint Madeleine 
Sophie Barat. Saint Madeleine Sophie 
met Saint Rose Philippine in 1804 and 
the two not only became fast friends - 
the Visitation Sisters decided to merge 
into the Society of the Sacred Heart!
 But the Lord wasn’t finished 
yet. Saint Rose Philippine had 
grown up with a strong desire to be a 
Missionary - specifically among the 
Native American’s in the Louisiana 
territory of America. So when the 
Bishop of that area came for a visit to 
the Society of the Sacred Heart in Paris 
looking for a teaching congregation 
to serve in his diocese, Saint Rose 
Philippine was quick to volunteer.
  She spent the rest of her years 
serving as a missionary in America - 
founding several schools and growing 
their order. I image that, back in the 
earlier part of her life, as the French 
Revolutionaries were disbanding the 
congregation she had just entered, she 
would have never dreamed that her life 
would end up as it did. But God knew her 
future. All she needed to do was remain 
faithful to His leading no matter the 
twists and turns in the road along the way.
 

“We may not understand His Will for 
us in time, but in eternity the veil will 

be drawn and we shall see that He acted 
only for our happiness.” – St. Rose 

Philippine Duchesne

 Even though my life seems 
more uncertain than a couple months 
ago, given the perspective of eternity, 
even the “solid” or “sure” steps I have 
taken up to this point are just as veiled 
as the unknown ones. But my journey 
is not about knowing where my steps 
are leading from minute to minute, but 
knowing Who they are leading me to and 
continuing to keep my sights set on the 
One who knows each step before I take it.  
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SERAPHIC ROSARY

As  a community we pray the Seraphic Rosary, because of our devotion to our patroness Our Lady of Sorrows. We pray the 
sorrowful mysteries throughout the year, with the exception of Paschaltide where we meditate on the joys of the Blessed Virgin.

The Seraphic Rosary is traditionally used by the Franciscan Order and is also known as the Franciscan Crown. 

It is made up of seven decades with the seven sorrows

1. The Prophecy of Simeon
2. The Flight to Egypt

3. The Loss of the Child Jesus for Three Days
4. Mary Meets Jesus Carrying the Cross

5. The Crucifixion of Jesus
6. The Body of Jesus is Taken Down from the Cross and Placed in the Arms of Mary

7. The Body Jesus is Placed in the Tomb

 Most Beloved Mother, whose beauty surpasses that of all mothers, Mother of Mercy, Mother of Jesus, and Mother to us 
all, we are your children and we place all our trust in you. Teach us to see God in all things and all situations, even our sufferings. 
Help us to understand the importance of suffering, and also to know the purpose of our suffering as God had intended it.

 You yourself were conceived and born without sin, were preserved from sin, yet you suffered more than anybody 
else. You accepted suffering and pain with love and with unsurpassed courage. You stood by your Son from the time He 
was arrested until He died. You suffered along with Him, felt His every pain and torment. You accomplished the Will of 
God the Father; and according to His will, you have become our Mother. We beg you, dear Mother, to teach us to do as 
Jesus did. Teach us to accept our cross courageously. We trust you, most Merciful Mother, so teach us to sacrifice for all 
the sinners in the world. Help us to follow in your Son’s footsteps, and even to be willing to lay down our lives for others.

Mary, who was conceived without sin and who suffered for us, pray for us.
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OUR STORY

“And the Lord said to Abram: Go 
forth out of thy country, and from thy 
kindred, and out of thy father’s house, 
and come into the land which I shall 

shew thee”. (Genesis 12:1) 

 As God has worked with and 
among His people in the past, so He 
works with and among them today. The 
passage quoted above speaks directly 
to the experience of us Brothers, who 
many of you know and support. Even 
still, none of us imagined that our 
journey to follow God’s call would 
lead us so far afield. But as we read 
again in Scripture from the Book of the 
Prophet Isaiah: His ways are not our 
ways, nor are His thoughts our thoughts.
 The above observation 
may seem peculiar to some of you. 
Some may have some idea of what 
is being referenced. Still others may 
understand completely what is meant 
by just reading the scripture verse from 
Genesis. Some of you have no idea what 
has transpired and what brought us to 
Eastern Arizona. Since there are people 
who are in various places with different 
information, we wanted to write to 

all of you and tell you a bit about our 
story and the journey God has us on.
 All of the Brothers came to 
understand their vocation to be religious 
after having answered the call to discern 
the priesthood in the diocesan setting. 
We came from different places and were 
affiliated with different dioceses. We all 
had different paths and experiences that 
we came from but we were all directing 
all of our energy to serving Christ and 
His Church as priests. Yet, we knew 
and felt that there was something more 
God wanted from us. While in seminary, 
we would talk amongst ourselves about 
how we felt this deep desire to serve the 
Church as priests but also the need for 
community. These conversations began 
to happen six-seven years ago. In the 
early days, we were not sure what all this 
meant. All we knew of religious life were 
monks or Carmelites and were fairly 
certain that those were not the forms 
of religious life that we were called to 
enter. Over time, after much study and 
inquiry, we became acquainted with the 
Rule of Saint Augustine and the Canons 
Regular who live according to his rule. 
 With this information in hand we 

had the intention of founding a religious 
order according to the Rule of Saint 
Augustine and one that was devoted 
to Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. 
This community would have as its aim 
“To renew all things in Christ” and to 
accomplish this we would encourage 
greater Eucharistic devotion while 
helping to educate the lay faithful and 
those outside the Church about the Truth 
of Christ’s Real Presence in the Eucharist. 
 Over time, we planned, we 
prayed, we consulted, we wrote much, 
scrapped some, rewrote some here and 
there, and drafted a Constitution that 
we hope we would one day submit to 
Rome for approval. We even felt called 
to invite women who may be interested 
in joining us in founding an order of 
Canonesses. Then, we went about our 
business in seminary, learning how 
to be good and holy priests. To learn 
more about Canons in a lived reality, 
we sought out a local community 
of Canons close to Saint John’s 
Seminary in Camarillo, California. 
This community of Canons were the 
Canons Regular of the Immaculate 
Conception in Santa Paula, California. 
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 One of our number interviewed 
the superior of this community for a 
class project that was focused on Canons 
Regular. We were able to understand on 
a more foundational level how some 
Canons lived. This interview and the 
information gleaned from it was not in-
depth but the information helped with 
the class project. After this, we checked 
in with the Canons from time to time. 
 Then COVID-19 changed our 
lives and the world. Those of us at 
Saint John’s Seminary were thrown 
into lockdown in March of 2019. This 
experience for us at the seminary was 
different than it was for those who 
were on lockdown in their homes. 
We were blessed to have continued in 
praying the Office in community and 
assisting at the Holy Sacrifice of the 
Mass — with some modifications for 
social distancing. Even so, we were 
living almost like a cloistered religious 
community. For our group discerning 
religious life, this was a gift from God. 
 As we had much time to pray and 
discern, we considered anew the idea of 
founding a community according to the 
Augustinian Rule or potentially joining 

the Canons in Santa Paula that we had 
come to know. After many conversations 
with the superior, Father Thomas Dome, 
we felt as though the Lord had already 
prepared a place for us. The community 
and religious life that Father Thomas 
presented to us checked off basically all 
of the desires we had. We were told there 
was community life, a deep prayer life, 
a community that lived the evangelical 
councils of poverty, chastity and 
obedience, a community that had a habit 
and what’s more… they actually wore it, 
and a community that was desirous of 
implementing more of the vast tradition 
of the Church both in its community 
and in the parishes that they served. 
Everything seemed to be what we were 
looking for in a religious community. 
 Each of us discerned if this was 
what God was calling us to individually. 
We prayed much, talked with one another 
about our questions and our hopes. We 
talked with our spiritual directors over 
and over again about this opportunity. 
We met individually with Father Thomas 
and asked our own questions and 
expressed our concerns. Every question 
seemed to be answered openly and every 

concern was considered. Then assurance 
was given that all would be well and 
that everything each of us was looking 
for in a religious community would be 
found in Santa Paula with the Canons 
Regular of the Immaculate Conception. 
Father Thomas Dome was even open to 
founding an order of Canonesses which 
meant the women we’d been working 
and praying with could join us as well. 
 Each of us in turn requested an 
application from Father Thomas. We each 
filled it out and turned in the necessary 
recommendations and references from 
our dioceses and the Seminary. In the end 
every one of us brothers were accepted 
into the postulancy of the Canons 
Regular of the Immaculate Conception 
along with our very own Sister Lisa. 
The first three of us relocated from Saint 
John’s Seminary on May 15th and the 
other three would follow. Everything 
seemed to be proceeding as it ought, 
as Postulancy began on Aug. 15th.

(To be Continued next month)
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Who we are:
 The Sisters of the Blessed 
Sacrament are an association of Catholic 
lay women who live in community 
under the rule of St. Augustine and 
structure their lives around the reality of 
Christ’s presence in the Eucharist. With 
approval, we hope to one day become 
the Canonesses Regular of the Blessed 
Sacrament - a femine mirror of our 
Brothers when they become the Canons 
Regular of the Blessed Sacrament.
 
What we do:
 The Sisters live in common and 
chant the Divine Office in community 
seven times a day. The Divine Office, 
commonly referred to as the Liturgy of 
the Hours, is the ancient prayer of the 
Church and the number seven is taken 
from the Psalms: “Seven times a day I 
praise Thee because of the Thy righteous 
judgements” (Ps 119:164). From this 
contemplative life flows our ministry 
to the Church through parish work 

such as serving in the sacristy, teaching 
CCD, work with RCIA, leading parish 
missions and giving presentations on 
the Church’s liturgical life. The desire 
of every member of the Sisters is “to 
renew all things in Christ.” Because this 
is so important to us and to the life of the 
Church, we have taken these words as 
our motto. To live out this desire to renew 
all things in Christ, the Sisters have, in 
the past undertaken various ministries, 
including teaching at catholic schools, 
liturgical training, homeless ministry, 
sacristy work, teaching catechism, 
social media ministry, college ministry, 
confirmation retreats, and others.
 
The Sisters and the League of the 
Blessed Sacrament:
 The Sisters help the Brothers 
direct The League of the Blessed 
Sacrament, and support local League 
groups in parishes and seminaries. The 
Sisters join the Brothers for a public 
hour of exposition of the Blessed 

Sacrament Monday through Friday 
at four in the afternoon at the church 
of San Rafael. This daily holy hour is 
made possible by the Brothers at the 
permission of the local pastor and is held 
to foster greater devotion to the Blessed 
Sacrament and to inspire deeper belief in 
the true presence of Christ on the altar.
 
Where we serve:
 The Sisters of the Blessed 
Sacrament, by the good pleasure of 
the Bishop of Gallup, New Mexico, 
serve in the parishes of San Rafael 
and Saint John the Baptist in Eastern 
Arizona. The Sisters live in the Convent 
across the street from the church of 
Saint Johns. They pray their hours in 
common daily in either the parish of 
San Rafael in Concho or in the Convent 
chapel in St. Johns. The faithful are 
welcome to join the Sisters in their 
prayers with the Brothers at San Rafael 
or at the convent chapel in St. Johns.

THE SISTERS
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Who we are:

    The Brothers of the Blessed 
Sacrament are are a group of Catholic 
laymen who desire to live in community 
under the rule of Saint Augustine. Our 
ultimate aim is to be priests of the 
Church and to become Canons Regular 
after the example of Saint Augustine. 
 
What we do: 

    The Brothers live in common and 
chant the Divine Office in community 
seven times a day. The Divine Office, 
commonly referred to as the Liturgy of 
the Hours, is the ancient prayer of the 
Church centered around the Psalms. 
We pray seven times a day just as the 
Psalmist declared: “Seven times a 
day I praise Thee because of the Thy 
righteous judgements” (Ps 119:164). 
From this contemplative life flows our 
ministry to the Church through parish 
work; we serve for liturgies, teach 

CCD, work with RCIA, lead parish 
missions, and give presentations on the 
Church’s liturgical life and the Blessed 
Sacrament. The desire of every member 
of the Brothers is “to renew all things 
in Christ.” Because this is so important 
to us and to the life of the Church, we 
have taken these words as our motto. To 
live out this desire to renew all things 
in Christ, the Brothers have in the past 
undertaken various ministries including: 
teaching at Catholic schools, liturgical 
training, homeless ministry, parish 
missions, teaching catechism, hospital 
chaplaincy, hospice ministry, college 
ministry, ministry to battered women, 
Confirmation retreats, and others. 
 
The Brothers and the League of the 
Blessed Sacrament:

    The Brothers also direct The League 
of the Blessed Sacrament and support 
local League groups in parishes and 
seminaries. The Brothers have a public 

hour of exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament Monday through Friday 
at four in the afternoon at the church 
of San Rafael. This daily holy hour is 
made possible by the Brothers with the 
permission of the local pastor and is held 
to foster greater devotion to the Blessed 
Sacrament and to inspire deeper belief in 
the true presence of Christ on the altar. 
 
Where we serve:

    The Brothers of the Blessed 
Sacrament, by the good pleasure of the 
Bishop of Gallup, New Mexico, serve 
in the parishes of San Rafael and Saint 
John the Baptist in Eastern Arizona. 
The Brothers live in the Parish House 
next to the church of San Rafael and 
it is in the parish church that they pray 
their hours in common daily. All the 
hours and other liturgical functions 
that the Brothers perform are open to 
the faithful to attend and participate in.

THE BROTHERS
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DIVINE PROVIDENCE

Bro Giovanni

 Divine providence is hard to 
understand or make sense of.  For the 
last couple of months, we have been 
trying to figure out what God wants 
for us, especially since  it seemed so 
obvious that God wanted us in Santa 
Paula. All of the signs were there: the 
people in the parishes were motivating 
us, the spiritual life and health of 
the community was  increasing. 
 We were invovled in the school 
and in different ministries at Guadalupe 
parish. We had plans to start a Lay 
Catechetical program, and the Sisters 
were being founded as well. It seemed 
like everything was perfect, well at 

least on the surface. We tried very hard 
to make things work and to ignore the 
problems, or instead offered them up. 
We have all heard that pharase “offer 
it up,” so that is what we did. Since 
following in the footseptes of Christ 
requires one to die to himself, then all of 
this suffering must be part of it... right?
 After leaving the CRIC’s and 
ending up in Arizona everyone kept 
saying to us that it was Providence at 
work. At first it was bothersome. They 
focused on us landing on our feet, and 
having the support of the people and 
of the local priest all while seeming to 
ignore the suffering we had experienced. 
 After much prayer and spirtual 
guidance, it made sense why God 

would want us out here: this is the 
poorerst diocese in the United States.  
Providence. There is a great need for 
priests out here. Providence. We want 
to live a life of poverty, of sacrifice, 
and a life of prayer. Providence. 
 We ask that you pray for us as 
we continue to follow God’s will for our 
life. That Divine Providence may lead us 
to do God’s Will in our lives for his glory.

Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament, 
have mercy on us.

St. Augustine,  pray for us.
St. Pope Pius X, Pray for us.

Our Lady of Sorrows, pray for us.  

DEUS VULT!

A18 ~ A TIME FOR PRAYER
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SUPPORT OUR MISSION
Dear Reader,

 Many of our daily needs are generally taken care of by the generous giving of parishioners and members of the local 
community, but not all. Because the Brothers are called to serve the Church as priests, we are in need of benefactors who will 
assist us financially for the expenses of our education and priestly formation.

 The current six Brothers of our community all intend to become priests of Jesus Christ. As many of you know this 
takes both time and energy. Most priests will have gone to school for nine years before being ordained. Since many of us 
came to religious life from diocesan seminary, we are in various stages of education. Two of us, Bro. Eric and Bro. Giovanni, 
have about a year left for education. Bro. Edward and Bro. Vincent have two years left. Bro. Anthony has four or five and 
Bro. Derek has six years. On top of time and energy, seminary education requires financial support. With the lesser amount of 
time needed for our community to fulfill the education requirements for the priesthood, we are hoping and praying that some 
of our faithful readers will generously give so that we might take on more work in the Lord’s vineyard.

 As a community, we have chosen as our motto “To renew all things in Christ.” It is our desire to do as much as 
possible with our time and talents to serve the Lord, His Church, and the faithful people of God. To accomplish this however, 
we must be spiritually, physically, and monetarily assisted. We pray for benefactors who will partner with us and support us in 
our needs. Any and all funds given to the community is used for the welfare of its members and to support the ministry of the 
community to the wider Church.

 Any benefactor who would like to receive information about where donated funds are used may contact us and we 
will be happy to give them that information. In this day and age, there are many who request financial support from people 
across society. Many who do give often wonder if their funds are truly going to what they were informed it would go to. We 
strive for transparency in all financial matters so that you, the giver, may feel assured that your sacrificial gift is truly going to 
support the advancement of the Kingdom of God on earth.
 
How to give:
 
     If you believe in what the Brothers and Daughters are endeavoring to do through the League of the Blessed 
Sacrament, while also appreciating the content of The Faithful Luminary, and would like to support our work and way of life, 
please consider donating to our community. We are able to accept checks made out to “League of the Blessed Sacrament” 
and they may be posted to our Post Office Box as follows:
 
League of the Blessed Sacrament
Post Office Box 430
Concho, AZ 85924
 
 Or you may go online to www.sacramentleague.com/giving 

     Again, all donations are tax deductible and we will send out tax information detailing your donations to the League 
for your tax filing. Thank you for your financial support and may God richly bless you. Christ Himself said “when you have 
done this unto one of the least of these… you have done it unto Me.”

-The Brothers and Daughters of the Blessed Sacrament
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